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Shelley Ruth Butler  
Email: Shelley.butler@mcgill.ca 
Mobile: 438 492-0655 
(May 2017)
Current Position
Lecturer, McGill Institute for Canadian Studies, 2004-

McGill University, Montreal Quebec
&
Principal, Curatorial Dreams
Creative workshops for museum and heritage professionals, researchers, and community groups
Citizenship: Canadian  


Languages:  English (written and spoken), excellent; French (written and spoken), very good  
Education
Ph.D.: Anthropology, York University, 2002 

M.A.: Anthropology, York University, 1993 
B.A.: Anthropology and French, University of British Columbia, 1987 (first class)
Professional Experience 
A. University Teaching

Lecturer  and Visiting Assistant Professor, 2004-present 


McGill Institute for the Study of Canada (MISC), McGill University, Montreal


Teach Canadian studies from an interdisciplinary perspective. 

 
Organized the Lunch and Learn speaker series (2004-06) and student advisor (2005). 

Courses: 


CANS 200 
“Introduction to the Study of Canada” 


CANS 202  
“Canadian Cultures: Issues and Contexts”

CANS 310   
“Canadian Cultures: Issues and Contexts “

CANS 404 
“Consumer Culture in Canada” 


CANS 405 
“Tourism and Travel in Canada”


CANS 403 
“Museums and Material Culture in Canada” 

CANS 501 
“Interdiscipinarity and Canadian Studies”  

Teaching Assistant, 1990-96 
“ One World, Many Peoples" and "Introduction to Social Anthropology"  


Dept. of Anthropology. York University, Toronto

B. Curatorial Dreaming Workshops (selected)

Curatorial and Ethnography workshops for“Museum Queeries: Intersectional Interventions 
into Museum Cultures and Practices”  SSHRC funded workshop with researchers, curators 
and museum educators, community activists and artists. June 2-4, 2017 Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Field School in Critical Museology, May 15-24th, 2017.  A series of curatorial workshops 
with international students to prepare curatorial dreaming posters to be featured at the 
inaugural Museum Anthropology Futures conference, Concordia University, Montreal. 

Curatorial workshop for participants of the Museum  Anthropology Futures conference, 
focusing on translating anthropological research and engaging pressing social issues. May 
25th, 2017, Concordia University, Montreal.

Les musées, les expositions et l’identité.  Un atelier à Étoile Filante (une école alternative, 
primaire, publique).   Le 18 avril, 2017. Montréal.


Curatorial Workshop with students designing interventions for the Krakow 
Ethnographic Museum to question mono-ethnic presentations of Poland.  March 17, 2017.  
Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland. 


“Sensitive Objects and Stories: Intersections of private and public domains.”  Workshop for 
researchers and practitioners in conjunction with the conference “Museums and Their 
Publics in Sites of Conflicted History” March 13-15, 2017.  POLIN Museum, Warsaw

Atelier Curatorial sur les interventions artistiques et scientifiques.  (faisant partie d’un cours, 
Nouvelles Muséologies, J. Carter).  Université de Québec a Montréal.  Le 8 mars 2017. 


“Imagining and Enacting Gender Justice in Museums.”  Workshop for researchers and 
practioners in conjunction with a SSHRC funded project:  “(En)gendering new narratives, 
representations and pedagogies: A feminist study of adult  education and exhibitionary 
praxis in public museums in Canada, Europe and  the USA.”  Februrary 2017, Victoria, B.C. 

Student workshop in conjunction with an advanced seminar, “Rethinking Visual Narration: 
Myths, Relgious Stories, Fairy Tales, Legends and Other Collective Beliefs and Accounts 
in 
Contemporary Canadian Art.” (L. Lerner), Concordia University, Oct. 2016. 


Tailored workshop for researcher/ curator Stephanie Schwartz on her project, “Mapping 
Moroccan Jews in Montreal.”  May 2016, Montreal. 


Student workshops for a Curriculum Innovation Fund project titled “Public Culture in the 
City: Digital Humanties for Democratic Dialogue.”  Courses: “Postcolonial and Indigenous 
Theories and Methodologies for Art History in North America” (H. Igloliorte) and “Musems 
and Heritage in a Globalized World” (E. Lehrer), Concordia University, March 2016. 
B. Curatorial Dreaming Workshops cont. 

Walking tours on Montreal cultural politics and museums for University of Virginia Study 
Abroad Program (with R. Handler), Jan. 2016.  The next iteration of this workshop will take 
place in Montreal and Ottawa in May and June, 2017 (postponed till 2018).  

Tailored workshop for the “Moving Memory” exhibition for researcher/curator Nadine 
Blumer, Concordia University, Dec. 2015.


“Playing with Walking Tours” for museum interns and staff,  Museum of Jewish Montreal,  
July 2015 and June 2016.  Next iteration is June 2017.
C. Leadership and Management 


Acting Director, 2013-14

Centre for Ethnograhic Exhibition and Violence in the Aftermath of Violence 


Concordia University 

D. Museum Consulting and Exhibition Contributions
· Advisory Board, “Souvenir, Talisman, Toy” An Exhibit of Jewish Figurines, Centre for Ethnographic Research and Exhibition in the Aftermath of Violence, Concordia University, 2012-13. 
· Organizer and presenter: Curating Black History and Culture in Canada symposium (including workshoping an exhibit proposal, “Museums without Walls” for the Royal Ontario Museum).  Centre for Ethnographic Research and Exhibition in the Aftermath of Violence, Concordia University, 2012.
· Participant, Virtual Memorial and Memory Bank planning workshop for the Museum of AIDS in Africa, Centre for Ethnographic Research and Exhibition in the Aftermath of Violence, Concordia University, April 2012. 
· Presenter, Planning Symposium for the Museum Observatory of Immigration, Maison Forget, Montreal, 2012.
· Participant, Canadian Museum of History, academic consultation meeting, Montreal, 2012
E. Community Research and Writing
Participatory Researcher & Handbook Writer 
Adult Literacy Program, St. Christopher House, Toronto, 1989-90

Research Associate

World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action, Centre for Health Studies, York University, 1993-4

F. Community and Youth Education

Co-ordinator and Advisor  
Canadian Association for Community Living (CACL), Toronto, 1988-9

Co-ordinator Job Placements & Teacher 
Working Women & New Experiences for Refugee Women, Toronto, 1988-90
English Teacher

Canadian Crossroads International 
Mahalapye Community Secondary School, Botswana, 1988
Peer Reviewed Museum and Heritage Studies Publications

2016 “Introduction: Curatorial Dreaming” (with Erica Lehrer)  in Curatorial Dreams: Critics 
Imagine Exhibitions, eds. S. Butler and E. Lehrer.  Montreal: MQUP, 3-26.

2016 “Museum without Walls: After Into the Heart of Africa” in Curatorial Dreams: 
Critics Imagine Exhibitions, eds. S. Butler and E. Lehrer.  Montreal: MQUP, 231-245.

2015 “Reflexive Museology:  Lost and Found”.  In The International Handbook of Museum 
Studies: Museum Theory: An Expanded Field, eds. K. Message and A.Witcomb. Blackwell, 
159-182.


2012 “Curatorial Interventions in Township Tours: Two Trajectories.”  In Slum Tourism: 
Poverty, Power and Ethics, ed. F. Frenzel et al.  London: Routledge, 215-231.


2011 Contested Representations: Revisiting Into the Heart of Africa. Updated Edition. 
Forward by A.Shelton.  University of Toronto Press (previously published by Broadview 
Press, 2008). 

Peer Reviewed Museum and Heritage Studies Publications cont. 


2011 “Curatorial Dreams: A Critic Imagines an Exhibition.” In Collections: A Journal for 
Museum and Archives Professionals vol 7, no. 4: 418-9. eds. L. Gomoll and L. Olivares. 


2010 “A Conversation with Silvia Forni, Curator of the Royal Ontario Museum’s First 
Permanent African Gallery”. Anthropologica 52: 198-200.

2010 
“Should I Stay of Should I Go? Negotiating Township Tours in Post-Apartheid South 
Africa.” Journal of Tourism and Cultural Change (8): 1-2: 15-29. 

2000 "The Politics of Exhibiting Culture: Legacies and Possibilities."  Museum Anthropology 
23(3): 74-92. 
1999 Contested Representations: Revisiting Into the Heart of Africa. Amserdam: Gordon and Breach Publishing.
Exhibition and Book Reviews

2013 Review of Ethnographic Terminalia: Field, Studio, Lab. Museum and Curatorial 
Studies, vol.1 no. 1; 115-124.


2013. Review Essay. Museums, Equality and Social Justice, eds. R. Sandell and E. Nightengale. Museum Worlds: Advances in Research .1:241-245. 

2010 Review of the African Gallery at the ROM.  Anthropologica 52: 197-98.

2010
Review of Museums and Empire: Natural History, human cultures and colonial 
identities, by John Mackenzie. Museum and Society 8 (3): 216-18

 Review of Museum Frictions: Public Culture/ Global Transformations, eds. Ivan Karp et al. 
Museum Anthropology Review. http://museumanthropology.wordpress.com/2007/11/01/mar-
2007-2-29/
1999 
Review of blank:_Architecture, apartheid and after, eds, Hilton Judin and Ivan Vladislavic.  City and Society, Vol. xi no.1-2, 201-3, 1999.

Non-refereed Publications
2009 “Alternative Tourism in Disadvantaged Social Spaces: Reflections on the Downtown Eastside in Vancouver, Canada and South African Townships”  In Critical Actions and Creative Vistas.  Conference Proceedings, Critical Tourism Studies Conference Eds. V. Richards and A. Raguz, 441-48.  Zadar: Croatia.

Non-refereed Publications cont.
1999
"Township Tours: Packaging the New South Africa." Southern African Report, 14(4): 24-26.

1996
"Democratizing Heritage: The South African Challenge." Southern Africa Report, 11(3): 22-24.   

1990
Learning about Literacy and Disability at St. Christopher House Adult Literacy Program.  Toronto: St. Christopher House & Ontario Ministry of Education
Museum and Heritage Studies Blogs

2014  “Mixed metaphors, Herding and Burning Issues at the Canadian Museum of Human 
Rights”


2013 “Workshop Reflections …. Making Knowledge Public.” 


2012 “Reflections on Curating Black Canadian History and Culture” 



2010 “Theory at the Museum” 

Conferences

Participant, Closing Roundtable, “Difficult Knowledge in Public: Thinking Through the 
Museum”  Museums and their Publics at Sits of Conflicted History” International 
Conference, POLIN Museum, Warsaw, Poland, March 13-15, 2017. 
Chair,  “Difficult Knowledge in Public: Thinking through the Museum” What Does 
Heritage Change? Association for Critical Heritage Studies Annual Conference. 
Concordia, 
Montreal, June 2016. 
“Decolonizing Curatorial Pedagogies” Carleton University. Ottawa, April 2016.     
“Ethnographic Co-Production: The Canadian Studies Classroom as Public Culture” Ethnography in Canada Conference. University of Toronto, Toronto, April 2016.  
Discussant.  Museum Openings: Caring for Difficult Knowledge Within and Beyond the Canadian Museum for Human Rights Symposium. University of Winnipeg, Winnipeg, Sept. 2014. 

“To and Fro: Belonging at the Royal Ontario Museum.” Public Ethnography: Connecting New Genres, New Media, New Audiences.  Royal Roads University, Victoria, BC, June 2012. 

Conferences cont.

Roundtable Participant.  Ethnographic Terminalia: Field, Studio, Lab.  American Anthropology Meetings, Montreal, Nov. 2011. 

“Bridging Theory and Practice: Museum Ethnography and Curatorial Dreams” American Anthropology Meetings, New Orleans,  Nov. 2011. 

 “Curatorial Interventions in Township Tours” Destination Slum: Reflections on the production and consumption of poverty in tourism.  University of the West of England, Bristol, UK, Dec. 2010.  

“Curatorial Dreams: A Critic Imagines an Exhibition” The Task of the Curator: Translation, Intervention and Innovation in Exhibitionary Practice.  Santa Cruz, May 2010. 

“Alternative Tourism in Disadvantaged Social Spaces: Reflections on the Downtown Eastside in Vancouver, Canada and South African Townships”  Connecting Academies of Hope: Creative Vistas and Critical Visions Conference.  Zadar, Croatia, June 2009. 

Discussant, “Sites and Memorial Challenges” Curating Difficult Knowledge, Concordia University, Montreal, April 2009.  

Roundtable participant, “Who’s Sharing Authority in Museums and Historic Sites” Sharing Authority: Building Community-University Alliances through Oral History, Digital Storytelling and Collaboration. Concordia University, Montreal, Feb. 2008.
“Critical Tourism in and around Downtown Eastside Vancouver” Society for Applied Anthropology Meetings. Vancouver, 2006. 
Session co-organizer: “Bridging Ethnography, Theory and Practice: In Honour of Elvi Whittaker as a Mentor and Colleague” Society for Applied Anthropology, Vancouver, 2006. 

“Anthropology is good to think with.” Society for Applied Anthropology Meetings. Vancouver, 2006. 

“Sensing Culture, Tracing History: Township Tours in Post-apartheid South Africa.” Sensory  Collection and Display Conference, McGill University, Montreal, QC, 2005.

“Memories of Apartheid Tourism” Invited Session (Council for Museum Anthropology). American Anthropology Association Meetings, Chicago, 2005. 
“The Tourist as Privileged Citizen? Reflections on Alternative Urban Tours.” Canadian Anthropology Association, London, ON, 2004 

“Revisiting Into the Heart of Africa.” American Anthropology Association, Chicago 2003.
Conferences cont.

“Aesthetics and Politics of Garbage.” University Art Association of Canada, Montreal, 2001. 
Session Organizer:  “Curatorial Dreams.” Canadian Anthropology Society, Montreal, 2001. 
“Exhibiting Garbage (Why Not?).”  Canadian Anthropology Society.  Montreal,  2001. 

"Old Museums in a New Country." American Anthropology Association, San Francisco, 2000. 

"Museums, Maps, and Tours: Rerouting Post-Apartheid Cape Town." Canadian Anthropology Society, Quebec, 1999.

"Parallel Projects: Exhibiting Apartheid and Transforming Public Culture in the ‘New’ South Africa."  African Studies Association, Chicago, 1998

"The Politics of Exhibiting Culture in South Africa."  Canadian Research Consortium on Southern Africa, Kingston, 1997.

"Contested Boundaries: Ideological Struggles within a Social Service Agency." Canadian Anthropology Society, Toronto, 1993. 

"Shades of Grey: Discourses of Resistance at the Royal Ontario Museum."  Canadian Anthropology Society, Toronto, 1993. 


"The Politics of Retelling History: Revisiting Into the Heart of Africa." Canadian Anthropology Society, Montreal, 1992.

Public Scholarship and Colloquium

Guest on Q (CBC)  “Subversive Tours of South Africa turn lens on tourists” 2015. 
Subversive Tours of South Africa - Q
“Paradoxes of alternative tourism: Peripheral explorations in Cape Town and Vancouver” Department of Anthropology and Sociology Colloquium Series. University of British Columbia, Vancouver, 2004. 
“Entrepreneurial heritage: The townships as exhibition in post-apartheid Cape Town.” Simon Fraser University, Sociology/ Anthropology Graduate Seminar, Vancouver 2003 and McGill Department of Anthropology Colloquium, Montreal 2002.
Public Scholarship and Colloquium cont.

“Reinventing Museums in Post-Apartheid Cape Town.”  College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA, 2002. 

"Museums without Walls: Exhibiting Culture in contemporary Cape Town."  Centre for African Studies, University of Cape Town, 1998.

Guest Teaching

“Working with “the Community” & Decolonial Curating” Museums and Heritage in a 
Globalized World.  Concordia University, Montreal, Feb. 2017.

“Historical Sites and Forgetting” History and the Public. Concordia University, Montreal, 
Feb. 2017. 


“Ethnographic research methodologies in/at/ around Museums” “Séminaire de synthèse” 
Université de Québec à Montréal.  Spring 2015 & Nov. 2016. 

“The Politics of Representation and L’Exposition” Université du Québec en Outaouais, 
Gatineau, Nov. 2015

“Histories of Racism and Social Marginalization”  Museums and Difficult Histories. 
Carleton University.  Ottawa,  March 2015. 


“Promises and Perils of Experimental Curatorial Work”  Museum and Heritage in 
a 
Globalized World: Defining Objects, Building Nations, Claiming Identities” Concordia 
University, Montreal, 2010, 2012, 2015. 
“Public history and museums” Public History courses, Concordia and McGill, Montreal, 2008, 2009, 2012, 2014


“A Curatorial Cautionary Tale” Exhibiting Aboriginal Art in Theory and Practice. 
Concordia University. 2013 &2014.  

“Tensions of transformation: Museums in Post-Apartheid South Africa. ”  
Introduction to Museum Anthropology. University of British Columbia, Vancouver, 2004. 
“The politics of race and representation in Canada.” Re-presenting Material Culture, McGill Institute for the Study of Canada, Montreal, 2003.

“Museum controversies.” Case Studies in Museum and Gallery Representation.  Critical Curatorial Studies Programme, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, 2003.

Guest Teaching cont.

 “Touring and curating urban landscapes.”  Case Studies in Museum and Gallery Representation. University of British Columbia, Vancouver, 2003.

“Symbolics of colonialism” Anthropology of Colonialism.  McGill University, Montreal, 2002. 
"Performance and Into the Heart of Africa."  Inter-Cultural Theories in Anthropology.  Concordia University, Montreal, 2001 and 2000.

“Representation is political: Case study of Into the Heart of Africa” Introduction to Cultural Anthropology.  Concordia University, Montreal, 2001 & 2000.

“Into the Heart of Africa” and global museum discourses.  Museums and 
Globalization. 
McGill University, Montreal, 2001.

“Museums and public culture in post-apartheid South Africa.” Postcolonial Literature.  Concordia University, Montreal, 2001.

"Public history and Into the Heart of Africa."  Introduction to Public History. Concordia University, Montreal, 2000. 

"Nadine Gordimer and new South African identities."  African Literature.  Concordia University, Montreal, 2000.

"Remaking Museums from the Margins." Museum and Heritage Studies Programme, Robben Island, Cape Town, 1998.
"Contact stories, Anthropology and bad manners: Reading Thomas King's One Good Story, That One."  Course: Canadian Short  Story . University of New Brunswick, Fredericton 1999, and University of Toronto, 1996.

"Exhibiting colonial history." Discourses of Colonialism. York University, Toronto, 1994.

"Reflections on participatory research." Applied Anthropology. York University, Toronto, 1993. 

"Into the Heart of Africa and the status quo." Culture as Performance. York University, Toronto, 1992.
Grants and Awards 

· Co-Applicant, “La praxis et la recherche sur les expositions : nouvelles méthodologies pour 

le dialogue public culturel et l'action sociale” FQRSC Soutien aux Equipes , 2017-2021. 
· Collaborator, “(En)Gendering new narratives, representations, and pedagogies: A feminist study of adult education and exhibitory praxis in public museums in Canada, Europe and the US.”  SSHRC Insight Development Grant,  2017-2022.
· Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Postdoctoral Fellowship, 2002-04
· Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Doctoral Fellowship, 1995-9

· Emslie Horniman Scholarship, Royal Anthropological Institute of UK and Ireland, 1997

· Fieldwork Costs Award, York University, 1996
· York University Scholarship, 1994-95

· Nomination for Faculty of Arts M.A. Thesis Prize, 1993
· Ontario Graduate Scholarship, 1991-92 
· York University Graduate Assistantship, 1990-91

· University of British Columbia Scholarship, 1988 (declined) 
· British Columbia Scholarship, 1986-87 
Service to the Academy
· Editorial Advisory Board, Museum Worlds: Advances in Research
· Review manuscripts for: 
· Configurations: A Journal of Literature, Science and Technology 

· Current Issues in Tourism
· Journal of Curatorial Studies
· Mosaic: An Interdisciplinary Journal for the Study o f Literature
· Museums and Society
· Museum Anthropology
· Journal of Material Culture
· Journeys: The International Journal of Travel and Travel Writing 
· Senses and Society
· The New Public Scholarship Series, University of Michigan Press
Service to the Community
· Volunteer, Étoile Filante, 2008-present. Alternative public French school.

-Workshops on food banks yoga, story-telling, museums and exhibitions.

· Volunteer, Merton School, 2005-07 & 2012
· Volunteer, Jardin des Enfants, 2003-05 & 2009-11
· Volunteer, Chez Mes Amis (community restaurant), 2002-03
· Volunteer, Canadian Crossroads International, 1990-94.

Reviews of Curatorial Dreams: Critics Imagine Exhibitions
Globe and Mail review by Jade Colbert (Aug 12, 2016)



 HYPERLINK "http://news.nationalpost.com/arts/books/every-exhibition-is-an-argument-scholars-envision-dream-exhibitions-that-may-one-day-exist" 

 National Post review by Robert Fulford (June 20, 2016)

Art Libraries Soceity of North America by Maria Gonzales (Sept. 2016)

 International Journal of Heritage Studies by Anna Baeza Ruiz (2016)  

Antoncic, Debra Journal of Curatorial Studies (5) 3: 425-425,  2016
Artribune by Anna Chiara Cimoli (Sept. 10, 2016, Italian) 
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